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To Our Readers:
When I came upon St. Benedict Center in 1942, I discovered, in the most 

unlikely of places (Harvard Square), a group of people who still believed in the 
reality of Heaven and Hell, and who were zealous to convert people to the way of 
salvation. Sixty years later, we are still at the same business.  

In Her mission to the world, this work of bringing people to the way of salva-
tion is the very first duty of the Church. Ironically, Catholic concern for the salva-
tion of souls has been termed “hate” by a world that does not know the meaning 
of Charity. This is true even among supposed Christians; for when Faith is weak, 
Charity grows cold. Our Lord taught this in two of His utterances concerning the 
end times: “But yet the Son of man, when he cometh, shall he find, think you, faith 
on earth?” (Lk. 18:8). “And because iniquity hath abounded, the charity of many 
shall grow cold” (Mt. 24:12). It makes perfect sense that Charity (theological 
love) will become perverted and effeminate in an age when the Faith is weak.

A case in point is the way people view our “proselytism” of the Jews. Fulfilling 
Jesus’ command to proclaim the Faith to all nations “beginning at Jerusalem” (Lk. 
24:47), the Apostles labored earnestly for the conversion of their own people. And 
the Church still has a duty to them. For this reason, I am happy to present a very 
important article introducing the lives of several Jewish converts who deserve to 
be better known. Gary Potter makes the point very clear that conversions such as 
these were likely only when Catholics upheld the necessity of the Church for salva-
tion. After a liberal cloud obscured that dogma, conversion went out of fashion. 

On another subject, readers will be delighted to learn the inspiring history of 
Our Lady of Walsingham, which tells of happier days, when England was called, 
and was, “Our Lady’s Dowry.” Our Tertiary, Sr. Mary Monica,  makes her House-
tops debut with this article. 

Hers is not the only name new to these pages. Steven Mahowald, a publisher 
in his own right, offers us an instructive study of the sacramentals of the Church. 
We must value these precious treasures of our spiritual patrimony especially now, 
when the apostles of overly cautious devotion seek to strip us of visible signs of 
our Faith.

Articles on apologetics, trivia, saintly quotes, and some little surprises round 
out the edition. Taken as a whole, we pray that this 54th issue is an effective mouth-
piece of Catholics who still believe that Heaven and Hell are real, who know the 

meaning of true Charity, and who fervently live and zealously 
spread these virtues. Through the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin, may the Holy Trinity give this work increase!
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Catholics besides myself. When he 
came into the Faith, his father and 
mother took baby pictures of him 
and all the belongings of his that 
they had, piled them in the drive-
way outside their house, and burned 
everything. They never spoke to 
him again.

I know of another convert of 
Jewish descent, a younger man, 
who is now preparing for the priest-
hood. As I understand it, his father 
also stopped speaking to him when 
he converted. Thank goodness, the 
two did reconcile when the father 
lay on his deathbed. What is strik-
ing is that the father reacted with 
indifference when a daughter ear-
lier announced she had become a 
Buddhist.

When St. Edith Stein was raised 
to the Church’s altars, the Church 
was honoring her anti-Semitism, as 
far as the Jews protesting her canon-
ization were concerned. To them, the 
canonization revealed the Church 
herself to be anti-Semitic, or to have 
remained so, despite all she had been 
doing since the Second Vatican 
Council to prove otherwise, includ-
ing ending all officially-sponsored, 
organized efforts to evangelize Jews 
even individually, let alone as a peo-
ple. (Unofficial efforts were and are 
disavowed, of course.) 

Did our ecumenical hierarchs 
think St. Edith Stein’s canonization 
could take place without the protests 
of organized Jewry simply because, 

apart from the Servant of God dying 
in a concentration camp, the Church 
no longer sought converts and, 
indeed, was even teaching, at least 
according to these Churchmen, that 
Jews can be saved without member-
ship in her, provided they are “sin-
cere”? How foolish. Why was it not 
noticed that the same Jews protesting 
against the canonization had never 
stopped protesting against the 
Church in general and Pope Pius XII 
in particular for “not speaking out 
strongly enough” against Nazi dep-
redations during World War II? After 
all, those Jews knew perfectly well 
that St. Edith Stein and other Jewish 
converts to the Faith in occupied 
Holland were rounded up by the 
Nazis in a punitive operation in July, 
1942, only after the Dutch bishops 
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Most U.S. Catholics have probably heard of St. Edith Stein, 
though many may know nothing about her except that she was 
a convert and died in a Nazi concentration camp. Some number 

will be aware that after her conversion — she was an atheist of Jewish 
descent — she became a Carmelite, taking the name in religion of Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross. Those who keep up with the news would have 
noticed that her canonization by Pope John Paul II in 1998 was protested by 
Jewish organizations in the U.S. as well as Europe.

To many of the Catholics who noticed them but prefer to ignore certain 
realities, the protests against the saint’s canonization would have been baf-
fling, especially given the circumstances of her death. It was different when 
similar protests were earlier raised against the canonization of St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, another Servant of God who died in a Nazi camp (as did hundreds of 
other Polish priests). The reason for those protests was known and under-
stood: St. Maximilian was guilty during his life, it was alleged, of preaching 
“anti-Semitism.” 

The Catholics baffled by the protests against the canonization of St. Edith 
Stein did not understand, or preferred to ignore, that in Jewish eyes she was 
guilty of a crime worse even than preaching hatred of Jews. In truth, nothing 
can be more vilely “anti-Semitic,” though only a Jew can do it. It is for one 
of them to become Christian.

That is a reality many Catholics today prefer to ignore because, in the 
immortal words of Rodney King uttered 10 years ago this past spring, they 
would rather “get along.” They have been encouraged in this by the post-
Vatican II Church, or at least by high ecclesiastics of the kind who have been 
leading the Church during this period. Alas, the ecclesiastics can do nothing 
to change the attitude of those Jews who are not interested at all in getting 
along, but are very happy that Christians want to do so, especially if the 
Christians want it more than anything else — like, say, seeing Jews convert.

Those of us who have come into the Church from one or another of the 
Protestant sects may know about the sorrow and bitterness that conversion 
can cause among family members and friends left behind. We may have seen 
a parent weep over what we have done. In most cases, however, weep is the 
worst a Gentile parent will do. It can be otherwise when a Jew converts. In 
this regard, this writer thinks of a convert of Jewish descent who is now a 
priest in a religious order, a convert whose story is known to numerous 


