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IS FAITH A GIFT?
LEONARD FEENEY

WaeN Our Lord was asked: “Master, which is the great commandment
in the law?” He replied: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy
whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole mind.”

The triumphant answer which Our Lord gave to the question con-
cerning the great commandment, clearly indicates that He is prepared
to supply through revelation truths equal to supporting such a whole-
sale love. . Our Lord’s statement is an open promise that He is in the
act of teaching a gospel intense enough in content to arouse such an
all-embracing outlook on salvation.

And when Our Lord went on to add: “This is the greatest and first
commandment. And the second is like to this: Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself,” obviously He meant to say: “And if thy neighbor
should come to thee and ask: What is the great commandment for me?,
you must tell him what I have told you; and you must realize that the
overwhelming overture I offer you in the first commandment is meant
as much for your neighbor as it is for you. In this way, you will
clearly show that you love your neighbor as you do yourself, by
sharing with him your best gift: your faith.”

How this codicil to the great commandment: “Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself” has been taken from the context in which Our
Lord put it, anyone knows who has had to go through the torture of
listening to liberal Catholics explaining to self-interested Protestants
how they can get into heaven without joining the Catholic Church.
Nothing of the sustained challenge of Our Lord is left after the liberal
Catholics have finished with it. ‘“We must,” they say by clear infer-
ence, “love God with our whole heart, our whole soul, and our whole
mind. You — dear heretics — may not be equal to such a thorough
performance. Even so, do not worry. We shall love you almost more
than if you were. For the second commandment of Christ interests us
much more than the first does, and we are determined to love our
neighbor as ourselves, even when we do not see the slightest reason for
doing so.” .



